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Stephen Knowles                           

Heating & Plumbing Engineers 
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances. 

Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken.   Natural/LPG gas. 
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank 

Telephone 01665 576855  Mobile 07866 013977 

stevieknowles666@gmail.com    Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536 

T. DAWSON Ltd.     
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing 
Inspection & Testing BS2391 

Renewable energy 
BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

Tel: 01670 761921 Mob: 07955 911720  

  
Email trevor.dawson1207@btinternet.com 

 

THE VEG HUT 
Drythropple Cottage, Charlton Mires, NE66 2TJ 

(500 yards from the A1) 
 

Logs- Dumpy bag- £50, free local delivery or collect your own £4 per 
bag. 

Mobile log splitting service 
Fresh Home Grown Veg, Free Range Eggs 

Garden Machinery Service and Repairs 
Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286) 
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Editorial  
Welcome to the 62nd issue of the Whinstone Times. Back editions are available 

on the internet and can be accessed from our community website, simply visit 

www.embleton-northumberland.co.uk  

The Whinstone Times welcomes both letters and articles from our readers.                  

Please send articles, letters, advertising or any enquiries to the Editors at our 

email address: whinstone.times@gmail.com  or tel  Jan Ainsley 01665 576019. 

Please send any items for ‘What’s On’ to Shelagh Coxon,  tel 01665 576791. 

The deadline for the next edition is Monday 5th August. 

The front cover for this edition is a photograph of James Porteus whose 

interview introduces our new feature of Unusual Jobs (see page 4). We hope 

you enjoy it and we would love to hear from anyone who would like to tell us 

about their unusual job for future editions.  

We held our fundraising plant sale on the bank holiday Monday at the end of 

May and, despite the cold, damp weather, we were delighted to raise  over 

£400 to help pay for the costs of publishing the Whinstone Times.  Very many 

thanks to everyone who gave us  plants, cakes, bric a brac , raffle prizes  and 

donations of cash, who helped on the day and who came along to support the 

sale.    

In January, when little Evie Rose Cowan became gravely ill, her best chance of 

survival was the first aid performed by her daddy, Andy, and the efforts of 

the team who arrived by Air Ambulance.  Although nothing could be done to 

save her, the importance of skilled help was brought into sharp focus. 

Paediatric First Aid courses have been set up in  Embleton, with the next one 

scheduled for 17th July. More information from Moody’s Shop and from 

Eleanor Wood on 07900 928048.  The WT will also donate £50 to the Air 

Ambulance from the money raised at the plant sale.  

Our thanks to everyone who supports the WT by advertising, writing articles, 

and distributing the magazine to all the houses in Embleton and Christon Bank 

 

100 Club Winners for June 
£40    P. Gallon 

      £20    J. Hazelhust 

The editors reserve the right to alter or reject material. The views 

expressed are those of the contributors 

  

http://www.embleton-northumberland.co.uk/
mailto:whinstone.times@gmail.com
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Unusual Jobs    –     National Trust Ranger 
An interview with James Porteus, aged 24, who works for the  

National Trust as a ranger on the Farne Islands. 

WT: What was your ambition when you were at school? 

J: I wanted to be a professional cricketer - sport was always my main hobby. 

I enjoyed the outdoors but had no real interest in conservation. 

WT: What was your first job? 

J: My first full time job was working as a "Payments Adviser" for a financial 

start-up in central London, although I did have a summer job prior to that 

working for a landscaping company in South Wales, where I grew up. 

WT: Where do you work now? 

J: I now work for the NT as an Assistant Ranger on the Farne islands. 

WT: Is the work permanent? 

J: No. My contract runs from mid - April to the beginning of November. 

WT: Have you any plans for when it ends? 

J: At the moment I have no plans. I'm really enjoying what I'm doing right 

now and I would love to find something similar. 

WT: What do you do on a typical day? 

J: We spend our mornings carrying out maintenance 

and monitoring work, whilst in the afternoon we are 

busy welcoming visitors to the islands. There are 23 

species of bird that breed on the Farnes and we are 

responsible for counting how many pairs of each 

species we have breeding. For certain species, such as 

arctic terns and puffins, we also measure the 

productivity - that is the average number of chicks 

fledged per breeding pair. 

WT: Obviously you cannot get home every night so where do you stay? 

J: For 5 nights of the week I live in the lighthouse cottage on Inner Farne, 

and, weather permitting we are allowed 2 days each week on the mainland. 

WT: How many other rangers do you live with? 

J: There are 8 rangers including myself that live on Inner Farne. The boys 

sleep in the lighthouse cottage and the girl’s dormitory is in the 16th 

century pele  where there is also a communal lounge and kitchen. 

WT: Do you have running water, electricity and so on, and who cooks? 
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J: There is no running water on the island. We rely on the visitor boats to 

bring out drinking water for us and we use sea water to flush the toilets. If 

we want a wash then the only option is to brave the North Sea! There are 

solar panels on the island, so we do have electricity in the pele tower. This 

means that we can charge our phones and also watch TV. We cook communally 

on a rota basis so everyone is designated one night each week to cook, and I 

am so far very impressed by everyone's competence in the kitchen! 

WT: Are you sometimes cut off from the mainland, have you 

experienced that yet? 

J: I have so far always been able to get back to the mainland for my days 

off, but I'm sure it's only a matter of time before I get stuck on the islands. 

We are reliant on the boat companies to ferry us to and from the islands, so 

in bad weather when no visitor boats are running we are stranded. 

WT: What do you do when it is too wild to work & for visitors to land? 

J: Bad weather presents us with a good opportunity to enter all of the data 

we have collected from our monitoring work onto the computer. We also use 

this time to do chores such as painting nest markers or to carry out 

maintenance work on our tools and machinery. 

WT: Has this job affected your personal and social life? 

J: Living on a remote island means that I don't get to spend as much time 

with my friends and family, but it's worth it! All of the rangers get on really 

well together and it's a unique opportunity to get to make new friends and 

live in an incredible place. 

WT: Finally James, can you tell us what you really don’t like about your 

job and what you do like? 

J: For me, the worst part about living 

on the Farnes is the lack of running 

water. It would be nice to have a 

shower every once in a while and 

washing up would be a lot easier! 

My favourite part of the job is being 

surrounded by incredible wildlife 

every day. As if the resident birds 

and seals weren't enough, there's always the possibility of passing migrant 

birds or even whales and dolphins making the Farnes an incredibly exciting 

place to live and work. 

 



6 

 
 

Community Information 

Update on the Neighbourhood Plan 
Things are going well, although not as swiftly as we had hoped, as we consult 

with a number of external agencies and await completion of NCC support 

activities.  Unfortunately it has come to our attention that the maps showing 

the settlement boundaries, which were published on the Parish council website 

showed minor discrepancies compared to the maps included in the Pre 

Submission Plan (Pages 35-37).  

These differences can be viewed on the Parish Council website 

https://northumberlandparishes.uk/embleton  

These will also be posted on the parish notice boards. 

The differences between the two versions of the policies maps are: 

Embleton : Land to the south of the village in the vicinity of the playing field 

and sports pavilion. 

Christon Bank: Land to the east of the B1340. 

If members of the community have any additional comments based on these 

maps only please make written representations by e:mail to 

embletonneighbourhood@yahoo.com  or in writing to the Parish Clerk, 36 

Christon Bank Village, Christon Bank, Northumberland. NE66 3EY    

Thank for your continued support for our work. 

 

Parish Council Notes              April/May 2019 
NCC’s plans for new signage to prevent cars using the road to Dunstan Steads 

when trying to find the Golf Course or Caravan Park have not yet been 

received. A drop-in event was held to discuss the traffic management 

proposals for Embleton village, copies were posted on the website and on the 

PC noticeboard for those unable to attend. The final date for feedback to NCC 

was 19th June. The final scheme for the speeding restrictions in Christon Bank 

is still awaited, once received they will be displayed in the local shop. NCC have 

commenced weed spraying, blue dye will identify where this has occurred. The 

pavement outside Moody’s shop has been re-surfaced. 

The work to provide passing spaces on Station Rd has been completed and this 

has led to a much-improved junction with the B1339. Cussins have also re-

https://northumberlandparishes.uk/embleton
mailto:embletonneighbourhood@yahoo.com
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surfaced the road outside the school and a ‘thank you’ letter will be sent from 

the PC. 

Concern over smell and other environmental issues including an overflowing 

cess pit at the Pig Farm at Dunstan Steads have been raised with NCC. 

Insurance is required for future firework displays; an application has been 

sent to Zurich Insurance. The Coastguard will need to be informed and 

marshals will be needed to cover the event. 

Work continues in the quarry with the removal of an area of brambles and a 

large volume of litter. A container has been sourced and will used to house 

maintenance equipment etc. A graduate trainee from Coast Care is now working 

alongside the committee.  

A donation of £100 has been given to the local Girl Guides to cover the costs 

of room hire and it has been agreed to help fund the paediatric first aid 

training being run in the Creighton Hall. 

The PC has submitted an additional statement to the appeal against the refusal 

of planning permission for the development of 7 houses on Station Rd.  

The new parish noticeboard has been installed on the village green in Embleton. 

The application for a loan to renovate the old cemetery house has been 

submitted and is awaiting approval. 

A letter from a local resident regarding the need to use the road to access 

the public footpath to Low Newton was discussed and the PC will write to the 

land owner to discuss options.   

 

 

                   Planning Applications 
The Parish Council would like to make sure that all parishioners are 

aware of current planning applications in the Parish so that they 

are able to review and comment on them. For a list of current 

planning applications please visit 

www.northumberlandparishes.uk/embleton OR the Embleton Parish 

Council Facebook page www.facebook.com/embletonparishcouncil/  

These lists are updated weekly, and all planning applications are 

discussed at the monthly Parish Council meetings. 

 

http://www.northumberlandparishes.uk/embleton
http://www.facebook.com/embletonparishcouncil/
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County Councillor Wendy Pattison’s report 

   
wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk – Tel. 07779 983072 and Facebook 
– Cllr Wendy Pattison 

Embleton /Proposed 20mph – A Drop In session was held at the Parish 

Rooms on Wednesday May 22nd . The proposals for the village included 

advisory ‘20 when flash’ signage for Embleton  Primary School, and the 

removal of a section of centre line road markings. 

Results of the Christon Bank Traffic Design Drop in Session 
- There was overwhelming support for the provision of interactive signs, 

although in light of feedback, NCC will be looking at 'Speed Indicator 

Display' signs which display the speed of a vehicle rather than the 'Vehicle 

Activated Sign' example on display at the drop in session.  

While Option 1 (a chicane feature on the B6347) was very unpopular, the idea 

of chicanes was not. NCC are therefore considering whether or not it is 

possible to introduce this type of feature at all entrances to the village as an 

alternative to the build out feature. This element of the 

scheme will be subject to detailed site investigation, so 

please be assured that we will be carefully considering 

the needs of all agricultural vehicles as part of the 

design process. In addition, wherever possible we will 

avoid placing any physical measure outside properties. 

As a final consideration, NCC are also investigating the possibility of a 

40mph buffer zone on approaches to the village, in order to encourage 

drivers to reduce vehicular speeds as they approach and enter the 30mph 

speed limit. 

Residents’ views were extremely helpful in shaping the final scheme for 

which detailed plans are currently being drawn up. Once the detailed plans of 

the final scheme are available NCC will arrange for them to displayed in the 

village shop (with permission from the owners) so that residents are aware 

of the plans before issuing them for implementation.  Residents will receive 

letters informing them of the results. 

Ageing Well 
An Ageing Well Fair took place at Longhoughton Village at the Westfield 

Centre, Park Road on 12th June 2019 

mailto:wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk
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Cllr Veronica Jones, cabinet member for adult health and wellbeing said: “We 

want people to stay healthy as they grow older. By supporting people to have 

an active and healthy lifestyle we can help them achieve this.” 

The events are organised by Ageing Well Northumberland which works to 

promote the health and wellbeing of older people within their local 

communities and ensure the county is a great place in which to grow old. It is 

delivered in partnership between Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation 

Trust and Northumberland County Council. 

 

Creighton/Mandell Place Update    Mark Bridgeman     
The passing places and improvements to Station Road were completed a few 

weeks ago and we took the opportunity to also tarmac the road on the side of 

Embleton School, following a request from the school. The initial work on the 

roads and sewers on the site should be finished in the next two weeks, house 

foundations will start this week. The current schedule will see the houses 

being complete from November through to February. Half the houses have 

already been reserved and encouragingly three out of four of the discount 

houses have already been allocated to local people.  
  

Used Postage Stamps             Rosalind Malthouse 
As Oxfam no longer take used postage stamps we now collect them for the 

ROYAL INSTITUTION for the BLIND to help their money raising.  They take 

ALL British stamps, particularly special editions (eg Christmas), and all stamps 

from other countries. We collected for Oxfam for 30 years so do please 

continue the good work. There is a box for them in Church, or they can be left 

in the Parish Church Room. Thank you. 

 

Rennington Village Hall 
New!  Informal Community Singing Group 

Anyone interested in enjoying some community singing? You are invited for 

coffee and a chat with Anne Suggate, Rock resident and leader of 3 

community choirs in Northumberland, to learn more & discuss what you would 

like to sing. No experience necessary - the aim is fun, friendship and all the 

benefits of singing together. Further details on our NEW WEBSITE:  

www.renningtonvillagehall.co.uk  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2FRenningtonvillagehall.co.uk&data=02%7C01%7C%7C87b86c7e148446c1857408d6e98dab63%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636953192001152698&sdata=32YjFt77lFfF55bFkHZ5nj5%2BlEzq38Ol0fOlOjKbbqg%3D&reserved=0
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News from Embleton Primary School 
 

Year 6 Residential to High Borrans 

On June 7th-10th our Year 6 children spent a weekend at High Borrans 

Outdoor Centre with the children from St Michael's Primary, Alnwick.  They 

all thoroughly enjoyed their weekend and it was a great opportunity for them 

to make friends and get to know other Year 6 children that they will meet 

again at the Duchess's High School in September.  During the weekend Miss 

Thompson and the children took part in canoeing, swimming, tree abseiling, 

ropes courses, orienteering and an underground adventure in Cathedral Slate 

Quarries.  We welcomed them back to school very tired and very mucky!         

 

Puffin Visit to the Food Bank   

           
During Lent the children of Puffin class collected forty items over forty days 

and then donated these to the Alnwick Food Bank. The children were then 

invited to visit the Food Bank for a tour and to find out about the next stage 

for their donations.   

Summer Fair 

Our annual School Summer Fair is planned for Sunday 14th July, 1-3pm.  We 

have Slaters inflatable attractions in the school yard as well as a raffle, 

tombola, outdoor games, cake stall, refreshments, ice creams and hot 

dogs.  Everyone is welcome so please come along and support our school. 
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Book Bus - ALL WELCOME 

  
On Tuesday 9th July the Book Bus is coming to Embleton Primary.  The Bus is 

a travelling book shop that has a range of books with up to 75% off rrp from 

classic children’s collections, new fiction, bestselling cookbooks along with 

great gifts and stationery. The bus will be parked on the school yard and 

members of the local community are invited to come along anytime between 

9am - Midday to browse and buy books.  

School Trips 

Thanks to the fundraising efforts of our Parents & Friends Association (PFA), 

parents, carers and the community we have been able to send our children on 

a range of different school trips this half term.  These have included the 

Glendale Show Day, Duchess's High School Anne Frank Exhibition, Robotics & 

Science Day, various Transition Days, Brinkburn Priory and an end of term 

whole school trip to Paxton House.  We hope that the children have enjoyed 

all these trips and thank you to everyone for all your support!   

Farewell and Good Luck to our Year 6's 

This term we are getting ready to wave goodbye to our Year 6 children as they 

get ready to start at the Duchess's High School in September.  All the best 

Year 6’s, we are going to miss you!  From the children & staff of Embleton 

Primary School.  

 
 

Whinstone Times Advertising Rates 
 The cost per issue is £15 for a quarter page, £30 for a half page and £50 

for a full page. A discount of 5% is applied for 3 editions and 10% for 6 

editions. 
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DAVIDSONS DAIRY LTD 
01665 602599

FRESH MILK IN GLASS BOTTLES 
DELIVERED DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR.

WE ALSO DELIVER BUTTER, CREAM
YOGHURTS, CHEESE, BREAD AND EGGS.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, E-MAIL OR CALL US DIRECT FOR A QUOTE
WWW.DAVIDSONSDAIRY.CO.UK

ROGER@DAVIDSONSDAIRY.CO.UK
 

 

 

 

 

Esther Graham BSc, MchS, 
HCPC Registered 

 

  Chiropodist/Podiatrist  
Over 16 years of experience 

 
Home visits 

 

Diabetic Foot Assessments 
Toenail Cutting - Ingrown Nails 

Corns -  Callus -  Verruca  
Heel Pain 

 
Tel: 01665 720676 or 07708783125 

 
esthergrahampodiatry@yahoo.com 

 

Free Live In Cat, House and 

(maybe) Dog Sitting 

Retired ex professional couple 

both 60, with own home and cats 

for 20 years, offer free cat and 

house sitting in pleasant 

Northumberland Coastal places. 

One small and very well behaved 

dog may also be considered. 

References from present clients 

available. Owners pay for heating 

and electricity. 

For an informal chat, Tel. Steve 

or Val Gray on 0191 4148895 

 valerie709@btinternet.com 

 

http://btinternet.com/
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Notes from a novice naturalist       Sarah Cowling 
 

It's taken me ages to learn how to tell a crow from a rook and once I sorted 

that one I thought I'd pay a little more attention to the sea birds busy at this 

time of year on our bit of coastline.  On the cliff face to the north side of 

Dunstanburgh Castle there's a noisy high rise of gull families seen easily from 

the coastal path BUT the birds don't stay still for long and they're too far 

away to really see in any detail - all I know is that they're definitely not 

Albatross.  And yes, field glasses would help but I don't like carrying them 

around the place and anyway, by the time I've adjusted the lenses whatever 

it was I was attempting to see in detail has long gone. But, to the south side 

of the castle there's a small cliff face that you can actually peer down pretty 

easily - as long as you don't mind looking down into an abyss - and the temporary 

residents there are smaller, neater and 

a lot easier to see in close-up. They fly 

just below your feet on stiff looking 

wings and wheel about in the air before 

neatly landing on little ledges on the side 

of the stone face of the drop. Small, 

white body, yellow beak, black tipped 

grey wings and strange little brown 

papery feet; I seem to think they're 

Kittiwakes and convince myself that I'm 

right when I check the bird books at 

home; definitely not Albatross anyway. 

 

Nature Notes – May/June 2019       Linda Heslop 

“A Garden is a grand teacher....above all it teaches entire trust.” Gertrude Jekyll. 

      

      If you have time - walk around the villages and see some beautiful gardens. 

This year the blossom has been especially lovely, the ceanothus, may, lilac, 

cherries and particularly the short-lived wild cherry blossom. Most have now 

gone and the rest is a snowfall of multicolour. The flowers are blooming along 

Merton Cottages and Station Road; a beautiful rose over one of the doorways 

comes early and is heavy with flower. Along Quakers Row you can find the 
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lovely garden that Alan Wilson has created out of the weed-ridden hillside, it 

is a joy to see all the pretty, colourful planting.  

     Shirewater Low Mill “nature reserve” has been a flurry of squirrel activity. 

Tom and Judy Turnbull had just erected a “sail” sun shade when a bemused 

squirrel came upon it on his usual route to breakfast at the bird feeders. Judy 

says he skittered a bit and then ended up hanging by one paw on the edge, she 

says he was surprisingly long! Then, looking out of the kitchen window she saw 

a tiny squirrel trying to open the squirrel feeder, it gave him a bit of a fright 

when the top closed. 2 days later Tom was roused by an agitated tourist who 

had seen a squirrel with its head caught in wire netting, it was screaming. Tom 

donned thick gloves (definitely a good idea) gathered up some hefty wire 

cutters and went to the rescue. He released the squirrel who tried to bite him; 

it then shot off shouting. Much excitement too when a kingfisher visited the 

stream there.  

Plenty is happening in the quarry, Rita Cavill has 

seen two swans and took a lovely photo of an 

early orchid. David and Julie Lockstone said 

the quarry was full of birdsong in April; there 

were sedge warblers, common whitethroats, 

willow warblers, chiffchaffs and blackcaps. 

They spotted a hooded crow flying low towards 

Low Newton; it is like a carrion crow but with 

significant grey markings and is normally found 

in the north and east of Scotland. In April and 

May a small number were seen along our 

coastline. The RSPB have released figures for 

the national 

birdwatch, the 

house sparrow still tops the list and the only 

differences are the chaffinch up 1 to number 

9 and the magpie 2 places to 10. It is of note 

that magpies and crows are now protected - 

song birds are likely to suffer. Every year 

magpies and crows have been seen to demolish 

nests either taking the eggs or the young. Local 

blackbirds this year have become some of the 

many victims. Stoats also take their share of 
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nestlings. That rather rotund, gentle bird, the wood pigeon is now our 5th most 

common garden bird, these are being taken en masse by the raptors; sad little 

piles of feathers and carcasses are to be found around the village and beyond. 

On to brighter things, there are broods of goslings, some still tiny some much 

larger, mallards have young and Kevin Redgrave, our National Trust ranger, 

says a little grebe had one or two medium sized chicks pushed under her wings 

for warmth/shelter. The mute swans sadly haven’t produced any cygnets this 

year; on querying this with Kevin he didn’t think that any eggs had even been 

laid. Two other swans were on the secondary pond but have now disappeared 

and 2 were at the mouth of the Embleton burn. Kevin reported that a large 

number of noctule bats had been flying around Newton pond at dusk - over 20 

in late April, dwindling to 7 at the end of May. He is not sure where they come 

from but they must congregate for feeding on insect emergence there. He saw 

a strange occurrence recently when a tawny owl passed through the bats, 

twisting and turning, clearly trying to catch them - he said it was amazing and 

very rarely witnessed adding that you never know what may turn up with nature 

- always be prepared for a surprise! Also heard by Kevin and others - a strange 

sound emitting from the reeds, like a cat’s defence hiss but guttural and very 

loud, it clearly terrified a mallard with chicks, which made a great fuss flying 

in circles and calling, the chicks grouping in the middle of the pond. This went 

on for about 20 minutes, reeds were seen to move close to the targeted pond 

edge but no creature was evident. Apparently a mystery – does anyone have 

thoughts on this? 

      Woodpeckers are on the nuts several times a day, deer have been seen, 

lapwings are defending their nests both at Newton and along the concrete path 

to Craster, and the evicted East Farm Cottage jackdaws have found new 

residences - check your chimneys! House martins and swifts are back but like 

the swallows, in very low numbers. A cuckoo was calling on 22nd  May and hares 

have been seen in people’s gardens. They like lupins apparently - one lady 

knocked on her window in a vain effort to rescue her lupins, but  the hare took 

no notice.  

     The fishing coble is back in the bay where terns are seen diving for 

sustenance and finally, if you are being bothered on your walks by flies try 

waving some cow parsley liberally around your head.  

Please send sightings and reports  to 

naturenotes.whinstonetimes@gmail.com 
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 Farming News - June 2019        Lucia Bridgeman 
     We were very worried that we were going to have a very dry May like last 

year, but we have had a good amount of rain (almost 4”) over the last 4 or 5 

weeks which is really so important for the crops at this crucial stage of their 

growth. The grass seed in particular needs the moisture. We started sowing 

the grass in mid-April and we then under-sowed the oats with grass in May. 

     This time of year the warmth and moisture is perfect for the weeds to get 

away. We are about to start ‘topping’ the thistles, nettles and docks – large 

scale mowing in effect. This is the key time to get them before they set seed.  

There are a lot of yellow flowers in the fields between Embleton and Christon 

Bank. They are the same colour as oilseed rape but this is actually a weed 

called ‘runch’ and the wheat is growing underneath this. It will die back before 

we harvest the wheat in late August.   

     It is also a crucial time to keep on top of vermin, such as carrion crows that 

can attack lambs, or magpies which can devastate vulnerable nests. The 

government’s well publicised handling of general licences for wildlife 

management has caused huge concern and frustration to farmers. These 

licences were in place to prevent damage to livestock, crops and other wildlife.  

Hopefully the situation will be resolved soon. We have also been trying to cull 

grey squirrels; catching in squirrel traps is the most effective method, and 

these traps must be checked every day. We do still have a few red squirrels 

but to prevent them being wiped out we need to keep on top of the greys, who 

can also do terrible damage to young trees, stripping their bark.    

 

Runch amongst the wheat 
 

Runch, Raphanus raphanistrum, is also known as 

wild radish, jointed charlock or wild rape and is 

thought by some to be the ancestor of the edible 

radish. It is a Eurasian weed that has been 

present in Britain for thousands of years and  

bears yellow, mauve or white flowers and podlike 

fruits. It can be controlled by the use of 

herbicides, but this is not an option in the  

Bridgemans’ field off Station Road where this photograph was taken, as it  is 

under organic cultivation. (see Farming News, above) 
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On being a beach bag lady            Sarah Cowling                                           
 

I take a small backpack with me 

even on short walks on the beach 

and pick up bits of washed up 

rubbish as I walk along.  I don't 

think Embleton Bay is as bad as 

other places and often the beach 

seems fairly clear - until you look 

a bit more closely. There's a wide 

range of stuff that goes into my 

bag but what seems to be a 

constant is the tangled fishing twine (I'm sure there's a technical name for it 

but not being into fishing...) . This twine comes in all colours and often has 

bright little bits of plastic attached, to attract the fish I guess. Most of the 

rubbish seems really well worn, like it's been in the sea for a really long time 

and worn down to less than it was; ends of drink cans, a few fingers left of a 

rubber glove, the neck of a plastic bottle. And I haven't a clue what a lot of 

the black rubber items once might have been. 

 

 
 

Not all litter on the beach is bad news. One day I spotted a cube of wood in 

the surf and when I picked it up noticed that it bore a message from the 

University of Oldenburg in Germany asking the finder to send them the serial 

number on the block to help in their study of the distribution of marine litter. 

Reader, I did my bit.  
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What’s On in July 
4th Craster W.I Bread Milling and Making by Nick and Anna Jones 7.15p.m. 

Craster Memorial Hall 

4th Andy & Margaret Watchorn Concert 7.30p.m. Creighton Hall. Adults £8 

accompanied children under 12 free. 

8th Embleton Flower Club Summer Open Meeting ‘Flowers from the Musicals’ 

by Pam Alexander. 7.30p.m. Creighton Hall. Members free Visitors £5 

includes summer refreshments. 

9th Embleton W.I. ‘Blue House Goats’ speaker Derek Goggin 2p.m. Creighton 

Hall. Visitors most welcome. 

10th Andy & Margaret Watchorn Concert. Pavilion, Bamburgh 7.30p.m. Details 

as above 

11th The Portable Theatre Company ‘Waiting in the Wings’ by Noel Coward. 

Creighton Hall 7.30p.m. Tickets £10 from Embleton P.O. 

12th Bill Devonshire’s ‘Bloomin Rose Supper’ is being held in The Limes , Rock 

at 7.30p.m. Tickets are £12.50 (and selling fast) Proceeds are for Rock 

Church.    Tel. Bill Devonshire -01665 579418 for tickets. 

13th Embleton Flower Club Coffee Morning 10a.m Creighton Hall entry £2 

includes tea/coffee and strawberry shortcake.  Produce, raffle and tombola. 

13th Craster, games and merry-go-round, Lifeboats and boat trips around the 

harbour. All donations and information contact Hilary Punton 01665 576411. 

13th  Rennington Community  Choir meeting 10.30a.m. 

16th Craster Hist Soc outing to Lady Waterford Hall followed by a visit to 

Hay Farm Heavy Horses. 

17th Andy & Margaret Watchorn Concert 7.30p.m. Craster Memorial Hall. 

17th Paediatric First Aid Course Creighton Hall 10a.m-1.30p.m. cost is a 

minimum of a £5 donation. All details from Eleanor Wood  07900928048 

20th Blink Bonny, Christon Bank  Bingo in aid of Riding for the Disabled 

21st Craster W.I will be serving teas, coffees, sandwiches and home baking in 

the Boathouse from 10a.m. 

26th Northumbrian Variety Concert hosted by Ernie Coe in Creighton Hall 

7.30p.m. Tickets £8 from Jimmy Little 07718432295 

30th Andy & Mgt Watchorn Concert in Crossman Hall Holy Island 7.30p.m. 

 

There is a Whist Drive in the Methodist Church Hall, Christon Bank 

every Monday evening at 7 o’clock. 
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What’s On in August 
7th Embleton Church Fete 2p.m. Vicarage Garden See August Net for details 

8th Andy & Margaret Watchorn Concert 7.30p.m. St Mary’s Low Newton 

8th Blink Bonny, Christon Bank.  Charity Quiz Night 

12th Blink Bonny, Christon Bank. Charity Quiz Night 

14th Andy & Margaret Watchorn Concert 7.30p.m. St Aidan’s Bamburgh 

18th St Peter The Fisherman Craster Church Fete 11a.m. onwards by the 

Harbour. Coffee , refreshments and Teas, Cakes ,Tombola, Kippers, Produce 

and Plants. Art & Crafts & Coconut Shy  If wet will be held in Village Hall. All 

gifts for stalls gratefully received.  

22nd Andy & Mgt Watchorn Concert 3.00p.m. Crossman Hall Holy Island 

24-26th Scarecrows at Rennington from 10a.m each day. Live music. 

Refreshments will be served each day from 11am Embleton Primary School 

will be helping make our scarecrows. Details: renningtonvillagehall@gmail.com 

 

Pilates Class are held  every Tuesday morning in the Creighton Hall. 

Contact Traci  on 07415254647 for further details. 

 

Howick Film Nights 

Held every two weeks on Fridays or Sundays in Howick Community Centre. No 

entry charge but small donations are appreciated to cover costs (£4 per head 

suggested). To be added to our circulation list for details of future events 

please contact johnroper1@btinternet.com   Tel.  01665-576413. 

 

Sunflower Competition 
      

Judging for the Whinstone Times Sunflower 

Competition, for all children aged 12 and under in the 

community, will take place over the weekend of the 14th  

and 15th September. There will be prizes for the one 

that grows the tallest and the one that produces the 

largest flower.  We are very grateful to Beth Moody of 

Moody’s Londis, Embleton for donating  prizes. 

 

mailto:renningtonvillagehall@gmail.com
mailto:johnroper1@btinternet.com
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Useful Telephone Numbers 

Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard 999 

Police (non-emergency) 101 

Childline 0800 1111                                                     

Crime stoppers 0800 555 111                                        

NHS non-emergency care 111 

Northumberland C. C. County Hall 0345 600 6400 

NCC Councillor for Longhoughton Ward – Wendy 

Pattison 

07779 983072 

Alnwick Medical Group 01665 656000 

Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 0344 811 8111 

Samaritans 0845 790 9090 

Silverline (advice for older people) 0800 470 8090                 

Traveline 0871 200 2233 

C.A.B.  Northumberland Adviceline 03444 111 444 

 

Creighton Hall User Groups - contact details 
Carpet bowls: (Tues/Thurs) contact Bill MacDonald 01665 600830 

Line Dance: (Wed) contact Elizabeth Henderson 01665 576154 

Flower Club:(2nd Mon. of the month) contact Shelagh Coxon 01665 576791 

Snooker Club: contact Dougie Hogg 01665 575221 

Pilates:  Tuesday mornings   Contact Traci Robertson 07415254647. 

Badminton: (3 Mondays per month)   contact Bobby Greenley 07834262911 

For any other information about the Hall contact Shelagh Coxon 01665 

576791 

 

Long Nanny Shorebird Site 
As of the 5th of June, there were 36 Pairs of Little Terns on eggs and 1,472 

Pairs of Arctic Terns on eggs, making more than 3000 birds on site. 

Please respect the rules, especially for controlling dogs, if you visit the site. 
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   Garden Open Weekend at Fallodon Hall 

Saturday 29 June National Garden Scheme,  Sunday 30th June  - Red Cross  

                            2 – 5pm    Entrance £5 and children free 

Visitors are very welcome to walk 

around the gardens on this open 

weekend to see the herbaceous 

borders, trees and shrubs, and the  

kitchen garden.    

There will be very good home-made 

teas and a  selection of cuttings and 

plants.  

Sociable dogs on leads welcome.  

Natasha McEwen, who set up a garden design business 10 years ago, has just 

replanted a 30m border, at the foot of the kitchen garden wall.            

Fallodon Hall is primarily early 18th century, incorporating part of the older 

17th century residence.  The main front of the house is built from fine red 

bricks from Amsterdam, which were used as ballast for grain ships returning 

to England. In 1917 a serious fire gutted the main part of the house, and it 

was rebuilt in 1921-1924 within the old shell, but with the second floor 

removed. The Bridgeman family bought Fallodon from Edward Grey’s nephew, 

Cecil Graves, in 1946.  The third and fourth Bridgeman generations now live 

there. 

National Garden scheme 

The original charity was established in 1927 to raise money for the Queen’s 

Nursing Institute. 

Fallodon was one of the first private gardens to be included in the scheme, 

over ninety years ago, under Edward Grey.  The charity evolved into the 

‘National Garden Scheme’ which has donated over £13million to Macmillan and 

£6million to Marie Curie.  

        The Red Cross  

The Red Cross helps vulnerable people in the UK and abroad withstand and 

recover from emergencies. 

Embleton Primary School will be providing the teas and cakes on 

Sunday 30th June at Fallodon. It is a superb fundraiser for the school  

and will help to  pay for all the school trips this half term. 
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A comprehensive solution to the care of your holiday-let.  

We take the strain and give you peace of mind. 
To see our range of services go to: 

www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk 
 Get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk or 

phone 01665 571 275 
Jane and Jude would love to hear from you! 

 

                          
Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to 

The Blink Bonny At Christon Bank, Alnwick 

Tel:01665 576595 
(dog friendly) 

Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.  

All proceeds go to Charity 

 



24 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE GREYS INN 
Embleton 

At the heart of the community 

 Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace 

                Selection of pub meals every day 
  Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available.  Pizzas a favourite. 

Live sport on TV 
 

Quiz nights last Friday of every month 

 

Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.  

The Good Beer Guide 2018.                     Open Daily  

01665 576983 for dining room bookings 

 
 


